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PART 1. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION



PREFACE

The Butler Comprehensive Plan represents the efforts taken by the citizens of Butler County working with
the staff of the Iowa Northland Regional Council of Governments to:

- observe and understand the County as it exists today;

- foresee future conditions and demands;

- exercise control over the future, by implementing desired changes; and
- update the existing comprehensive plan.

The comprehensive plan is an important first step toward promoting long 1ange pianning for the County.
It is hoped that it will serve as a flexible guide to both county officials and the citizens of Butler County
in deciding how their communities will grow and develop.

Citizen input was encouraged throughout the development of the comprehensive plan.  Meetings were
held with the Butler County Board of Supervisors, Planning and Zoning Commission, and Zoning
Administrator to discuss issues of importance and to evaluate the County policies for growth and
development. This process insured that the plan reflects the interests of the County and that it has been
developed with their support and understanding.



GOALS

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS

Goals are defined as statements which describe a desired outcome They are open-ended, yet specific
in what they wish to accomplish. Although a goal is long-range, progress toward that goal is measurable.
Thus, goals which are measurable are manageable.

Butler County has developed a list of goals that they wish to strive toward in future years. These goals
were developed by the Planning and Zoning Commission and are the beginning point in the planning

process.

Goal Statements for Butler County

1

To maintain the protection of agricultural opetations and the preservation of the productivity,
availability, and use of agricultural lands, thus assuring the maintenance of agriculture as a major
sector in the economy of the County.

Objectives:

Work toward timely, orderly, and efficient development of land and resources, while
maintaining the public welfare of the citizens of Butier County.

Encourage any new construction, development or growth adjacent to existing land use
(residential, commercial, and industrial areas) to avoid wasted land.

Update the Butler County Comprehensive Plan as needed, review modifications or
changes in County policy and incorpotate them as amendments to the Plan.

Update the Butler County Zoning Ordinance as needed, review modifications or changes
in order to maintain the general welfare and provide direction for development within
Butler County.

To maintain an on-going comprehensive planning process in which informed public input is
considered an important element.

Objectives:

Invite citizen groups to participate in the development and implementation of the County
plans.

Make a contimuous effort to encourage participation of residents that will assist in County
development throughout the life of this plan.



To provide and improve roads to assure adequate and efficient services to all persons within
Butler County.

Objectives:

- To continue to monitor 1oad conditions within Butler County and to provide for road
improvements through long range road projects.

- To utilize an adopted capital improvements schedule which will provide for a general
upgrade of the County’s overall infrastructure,

To ensure the protection and conservation of land and other natural, human, and econemic
resources in Butler County including energy, that are the basis of the rural community, economy
and lifestyle.

Objectives:

- To ensure the maintenance and improvement of the environmental quality of the soil, air,
water, and land for all residents, present and future living in the county.

- To protect the present and future soil guality from wind and water erosion by
encouraging the stewardship of the soil, providing educational programs in soil
technology, and increasing the establishment of cooperative programs and cost share
assistance,

- To support appzopriate conservation methods as a reguirement for participation in federal
farm programs to receive government assistance so that the productivity of agricultural
land will be maintained, preserved, and improved.

- To improve and enhance the recreational parks, state parks and open spaces in the
County.

- To continue to provide maintenance and general upkeep of the existing parks.

- To encourage development of diversified recreational activities to meet the needs of all
age groups

- To promote the expansion of recreational services such as a golf courses, various passive
parks, and recreational areas to best utilize environmentally sensitive areas such as the
flood plain, wetlands, and certain soil types.



To provide a framework around which land use decisions can be made in accordance with the
practices of good planning for orderly comprehensive development.

Objectives:

Develop an aggressive five-year capital improvements program for the entire County; as
well as updating current zoning and subdivision ordinances in order to implement the
Plan.

Update the Butler County Zoning Ordinance as needed, 1eview modifications or changes
in order to maintain the general welfare, and provide direction for rural development
within Butler County.

Develop a long-range 10-20 year priority program.

To provide an efficient traffic system for ordezly development of the County, while maintaining
safety and economy.

Objectives:

Require that new developments conform to the existing road system or show that the
changes will be an improvement for travel in Butier County.

Investigate future locations of roads to ensure an orderly growth which is consistent
with the values and objectives of the County.

To continue to provide and support strong public services such as public safety.

Objectives:

To continue coniractual obligations which provide public services to Butler County
residents.



RESEARCH

Planning does not work without studying the history and past trends of a County. Counties which "refuse
to pay attention to the past are destined to recommit it " Therefore, in order to plan for the future, a
study of the past is presented in the Background and County Profile sections of this plan.

Background information must be gathered. Sources of this information include: Census Bureau materials
pertaining to population, housing, income, education, agriculture, and the economy; information about
the community’s public works and services; transportation data and networks within the County,
agricultural data; and the current land use within the County. All of these elements need to be researched
in order for a County’s future to be planned. In short, the characteristics of a County have to be
thoroughly inventoried in order to plan.

ALTERNATIVES

After existing information has been gathered and analyzed, the next step is to begin contemplating a
County’s future. Again, the alternatives open to a County are derived from the existing data that was
gathered in the previous process. For example, the future population is calculated in several different
ways, but all of them are based on the past popuiation figures for that County.

Future development of the land within the County is also based on the data previously collected and
supplemented by public input. Growth Management strategies, which in and of themselves provide many
alternatives, are based upon initial studies. Public facilities and services, transportation networks and
classifications, agricultural data, and socioeconomic factors are all based on background data.

The point to be made here is that several alternatives should be presented before a final plan is presented,
and that each alternative is only as good as the data upon which it is based. Furthermore, all of the
alternatives are also based on different manipulation and interpretation technigues of existing information.

POLICY/PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Once adopted, the comprehensive plan becomes a tool for the County. How the plan is to be
implemented is the job of a Planning and Zoning Commission and Board of Supervisors. Webster’s
Dictionary defines policy as "a definite course or methad of action selected from among aiternatives and
in light of given conditions to guide and determine present and future decisions”, Simply stated, a policy
is a course of action for the County to carry out its plans.

In this particular case, the comprehensive plan is to be carried out by a zoning ordinance, subdivision
regulations, and capital improvements planning. These particular tools, all of which have their basis in
the comprehensive plan, are used to guide present and future County decisions.



EVALUATION/IMPLEMENTATION

Effectuation, which means to create a desired effect, is the reason for planning in the first place. This
document is labeled as the "comprehensive plan”, or general development plan, and without evaluations,
revisions, and updates to keep the plan current, it becomes useless. It is essential that the plan remain
a flexible guide for County development.

This step in the planning process, although it is last in the process order, should actually be considered
the most important because it should deliver a County full-circle back to their goals that were initially
set out in the plan. The process of planning for a County should be continuous and on-going. In order
to ensure that a County strives towards its goals, responsibilities or policies (zoning ordinance,
subdivision regulations, and capital improvement program) have to be adopted and implemented.

Thus the planning process begins. ..

Figure 1. Comprehensive Planning Process
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LOCATION OF BUTLER COUNTY

Butler County is located in the north-central part of the State, The Shell Rock River and the West Fork
of the Cedar River flow in a northwest to southeast direction. The surrounding counties traveling
clockwise include Floyd, Chickasaw, Bremer, Black Hawk, Grundy, Hardin, Franklin and Cerro Gordo.

As shown in Figure 2, Butler County is located in the north-west corner of Region 7 within fowa. The
County is a member of the Jowa Northland Regional Council of Governments (INRCOG), which is the
regional planning agency in Region 7. Currently, there are 15 organized councils of governments in Iowa
that offer comparable services to their member communities.

Figure 2. Location of Butler County in Region 7
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HISTORY OF BUTLER COUNTY

Butler County, identified as the "Garden Spot of Iowa”, was designated in the early years as the ideal
location for the hunter, trapper, and agricultural settlers. The banks of the Cedar and Shell Rock Rivers
were considered resting spots for these travelers where the first settlers established their homesteads.

In 1850, the first permanent settlers in Butler County were Joseph Hicks and his family They made their
home along the Shell Rock river, then called the English river, near the present town of Clarksville,
Mis. Hicks, a new age woman, was well known for her rifle shooting ability and her aptitude in speaking
the language of the Native Americans. Provisions were bought from a small trading post, that later
became Cedar Falls, and were hauled back to their home on a pack mule.

Originally, Butler County was made part of Buchanan County for governmental and judicial purposes.
In late 1853, Butler separated from Buchanan County and was attached to Black Hawk County, which
had recently been organized During this time, Butler County was known as one singular township.
Eventually, citizens decided that 2 singular organized county was warranted, and Clarksville became the
first county seat of Butler County in 1856. A proposed community named Georgetown, that was to be
platted in the geographic center of Butler County, challenged Clarksville’s claim as the County Seat in
an 1858 election. The vote was close, but the County Seat temained in Clarksville.

One year later, the City of Butler Center petitioned the Supervisors and won the right to move the County
Seat from Clarksville to Butler Center. However, the District Court voided the election and the County
Seat was moved back to Clarksville. In 1860, Butler Center was able to gather enough signatures to get
the County Seat issue back on the ballot, defeat Clarksville and become the second county seat of Butler
County. The county seat remained in Butler Center for twenty years until the courthouse and county seat
were removed due to the technological advancement of the railroad.

The City of Allison, a growing railroad town, petitioned the Board of Supervisors to move the Butler
County Seat to Allison. The county seat moved to Allison in 1880 and has remained there ever since.
After the successful election, a new County Courthouse was constructed, which remained in use until a
more modern facility was built in 1975, The cupola from the original structure was salvaged and remains
on display near the newer Courthouse. '

Table 1 displays a few of the Butler County Firsts in chronological order.




Table 1: Butler County Firsts

FIRST DESCRIPTION YEAR
Death Joseph Kirker - 40 years old 1851
Birth William Perrin, Jeremiah and Elizabeth 18352
Perrin parents.
Post Office Located in Coon Grove (now Clarksville) 1853
Abner G. Clark - postmaster
Justice of the Peace Malon B. Wamsley 1853
Marriage Greenberry Luck and Susan Williams, 1854
Fudge Palmer issued license
‘Taxes October 2 - $698.50 1854
Surveyor John H. Morton 1854
Village Clarksville 1854
Cletk W.E. Burton i854
Judge John Palmer 1854
Treasurer/Recorder Abner G. Clark 1854
School Fund James Griffith 1854
Commissioner
Sheriff Robert T. Crowell 1854
Prosecuting Attorney Aaron Van Dorn 1854
Religious society Methodist Episcopal Church, Shell Rock 1855
School Teacher Miss Malinda Searles , Clarksville 1855
Fair Willoughby 1856
Civic Society Masoric Lodge, Clarksville 1857
Naturalization William Gough, native of England, 1857
admitted to American Citizenship in
Butler County
Celebration Patriotism was celebrated in grand style to 1857
support the Unicn
Courthouse Clarksville 1858
NeWspaper' "The Butler Transcript” - Clarksville 1858
Lawyer Mr. M. Trunbull -
Physician Dr. James E. Walker -

Source: Ruth Hann
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PART II. COUNTY PROFILE
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EXISTING POPULATION

The study of population and its characteristics is important because it is the foundation for determining
the future needs of Butler County. This section specifically utilizes demographic data to describe and
analyze past population trends, as well as composition, distribution, and socioeconomic characteristics
of the County.

As illustrated in Table 2, each statistic reported in 1990 decreased slightly since 1980. The number of
households decreased from 6,356 to 6,047 while the total number of families decreased from 4,989 to
4,542,

Table 2. General Demographic Information

Characteristic 1990 1980
Total Persons 15,731 17,668
Total Households 6,047 6,356
Persons in Households 15,731 17,372
Persons per Household 2.60 2.73
Total Families 4,542 4,989
Persons in Families 13,776 N/A
Persons per Family 3.03 N/A

N/A - Data not available
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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POPULATION TRENDS BETWEEN 1900 AND 1950

Population trends for Butler County between 1900 and 1990 are shown in Table 3. The County’s
population fluctuated between marginal increases and declines with each decennial census from 1900 to
1980. The largest decrease, 10.9 percent, occurred from 198Q to 1990, The population loss during the
1980s was reflected statewide, as Iowa experienced a decline (4.7 percent) for the first time since 1920.

Overall, the State of Iowa population increased by nearly 25 percent between 1900 and 1990, while Butler
County lost 12.4 percent,

Table 3. Population Trends in Butler County

Butler County Towa

| Year Pop. % Change Pop. % Change

[ 1900 17,955 N/A 2,231,853 N/A
1910 17,119 4.6 2,224,771 0.3
1920 17,845 4.2 2,404,021 8.1
1930 17,617 -1.3 2,470,939 2.8
1940 17,986 21 2,538,268 2.7
1950 17,394 -3.2 2,621,073 3.3
1960 17,467 0.4 2,757,531 5.2
1970 16,953 2.9 2,852,368 2.5
1980 17,668 4.2 2,913,808 3.1
1990 15,731 -10.9 2,776,755 -4.7

Source: U.S Census Bureau
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CURRENT POPULATION CONDITIONS

Most of Iowa’s counties lost population between 1980 and 1990. Table 4 shows that the previous
Statement is true for Butler County. This particular table shows the Census population for each
Butler County community, It also shows the percent change between the 1980 and the 1990 Census
figures. With the exceptions of Aplington, which showed a slight increase, and Aredale, which
remained unchanged, each community in Butler County lost population during the 1980s. Overall,
the total population of incorporated cities in Butler County decreased by 7 4 percent.

Table 4. Population Trends for Butler County Municipalities

Community 1900 | 1910 { 1920 | 1930 | 1940 | 1950 | 1960 { 1970 | 1980 | 1990 %
Change
80-90
Allison 463 | 495 | 520 | 603 | 708 | 771 | 952 1,071 1,132 |1,000] -11.6
Aplington 427 | 448 [ 598 | 622 | 588 | 702 | 840 | 936 | 1,027 [1,034| 0.6
Aredale N/A | NJA | NJA | 204 | 225 | 204 | 153 | 126 88 88 0.0
Bristow 317 | 291 | 299 | 293 | 318 | 313 | 268 | 230 252 197 | -21.8
Clarksville 849 | 895 |1,003{1,143{1,240( 1,210 1,328} 1,360 | 1,424 |1,382| 2.9
Dumont 433 § 550 [ 609 | 698 [ 762 | 718 | 719 | 724 815 705 | -13.5
Greene 1,192 | 1,150 | 1,375 ) 1,268 | 1,303 | 1,347 | 1,427 | 1,363 | 1,332 [ 1,142 -14.3
New Hartford| 570 | 482 | 454 | 500 | 548 | 584 | 649 | 690 764 683 | -10.6
Parkersburg | 1,164 [ 938 ] 1,108 | 1,046 | 1,260 | 1,300 | 1,468 | 1,631 | 1,968 | 1,804 | -8.3
Shell Rock 839 | 741 | Bi5 | 806 | 925 |1,013|1,112(1,159] 1,478 | 1,385| -6.3
TOTAL 6,254 | 5,990 | 6,781 | 7,183 § 7,877 | 8,162 | 8,916 | 9,200 | 10,280 | 9.420| -7.9

Source: U.S Census Bureau
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The next table illustrates the population by township for Butler County from 1970 to 1990. Once again
the population decline of the 1980s is illustrated throughout the County, as each township experienced
a loss during this period. This trend has been continuing since the 1970s, with only four townships
{Albion, Beaver, Monroe and Shell Rock) reporting a higher population in 1990 then in 1970,

Table 5. Population by Township: 1970 - 1990

Township 1970 Pop. 1980 Pop. I 1990 Pop.
Albion 1,836 2,258 2,015
Beaver 1,296 1,550 1,362
Bennezette 473 361 317
Butler 1,646 1,729 1,624
Coldwater 1,883 1,784 1,540
Dayton 465 387 357
Freemont 495 464 417
Jackson 820 828 737
Jefferson 429 385 321
Madison 465 409 348
Mounroe 1,687 1,748 1,696
Pittsford 1,185 1,223 1,009
Ripley A 373 363 301
Shell Rock 1,629 1,986 1,834
Washington 564 494 363
West Point 1,707 1,699 1,490

Source: 1930 Census of Population and Housing
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It has been shown that the overall population in Butler County declined by nearly 11 percent during the
1980s. Table 6 provides better insight into this overall loss by separating the County population into
specific age groups for 1980 and 1990, and showing the percentage change for each group.

The most significant general changes in County population were a major loss of persons under the age
of 35 and an increase of persons aged 65 and over. While the total population change from 1980 to 1990
was a loss of 10 9 percent, those persons under age 35 declined by 23 3 percent, persons aged 35 to 64
lost only 1.3 percent, and people 65 and older increased by 10.7 percent.

Table 6, Age Profile for Butler County 1980 and 1990

" Age Cohott 1980 Pop. 1990 Pop. % Change
<5 Years Old 1,388 082 -29.2
59 1,348 1,136 -15.7
10-14 1,438 1,326 -7.8
15-19 1,467 1,058 -27.8
20-24 1,274 662 -48.3
25-29 1,267 866 -31.6
30-34 1,205 1,169 -3.0
35-44 1,732 2,237 2.9
45-54 1,722 1,479 -14.1
55-64 1,919 1,585 -17.4
65-74 1,623 1,683 37
75-84 987 1,141 | 15.6
B85+ 308 407 31.3
TOTAL 17,668 15,731 -10.9

Source; U.S. Census Bureau
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Categorizing Butler County’s population by age categories and sex produces Table 7. There are three
age groups whose percentages in 1990 are greater than their percent in 1980; 35-44, 45-54, and 65 and
over. While some of the 1990 percentages are similar to 1980, there are fewer people in that particular
age group; the rates reflect the age group’s percentage of total population.

The population pyramids shown in Figure 3 help to illustrate the population dynamics of Butler County.
Note the losses of population under 35 years of age and the stability in numbers of persons 65 years of
age and older. Again, the percentage of persons 65 and older in Butler County is increasing.

Table 7. Age Group by Sex for 1980 and 1990

1| o || o0 n
Age Male | Female Total % Male Female Total %
0-4 502 480 982 6.3 718 670 1,388 7.9
5-14 1,279 1,183 2,462 15.7 1,428 1,358 2,786 15.8
15-24 926 798 1,724 11.0 1,429 1,312 2,741 15.5

25-34 991 1,040 2,031 12.9 1,293 1,179 2,472 14.0
3544 1,132 1,028 2,160 13.7 858 874 1,732 9.8
45-54 776 780 1,556 9.9 827 805 1,722 9.7
55-64 742 843 1,585 10.2 911 1,007 1,918 10.8
65+ 1,317 1,914 3,231 20.5 1,244 1,665 2,909 16.5
TOTAL | 7,665 8,066 15,731 100.0 B 8,708 8,960 17,668 | 100.0

Source: U8, Census Bureau

The median age of residents of Butler County rose, as did the State of Iowa’s and the Nation’s. Butler
County’s tose by five years between 1980 and 1990. The figures for the State of Iowa and the United
States rose by four and two years respectively.

Table 8. Median Age of Persons in 1980 and 1990

' Jurisdiction | 1990 1980 [

Butler County 38 33
State of lowa 34 30
U.S.A. 32 30

ource: U.S, Census Bureau
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Figure 3. Population Pyramids for 1980 and 1990 for Butler County
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Table 9 shows a comparison of the number of young persons under the age of 18 for counties in Region
7, the State of Iowa, and the United States. This table illustrates clearly two distinct facts; that the
number of persons under age 18 is decreasing, and that this age group comprises a smaller percentage
of the total population. Butler County’s percentage decreased by 2.7 percent, while the State’s decreased
by 2.4 percent. It should also be noted that the County has a slightly higher percentage of persons under
age 18 than both the State and the Nation.

Table 9. A Comparison of Persons Under 18 for 1980 and 1990

1990 1980 "

Number % of Total Number % of Total Il
Black Hawk 31,402 254 39,006 283
Bremer 5,762 253 7,263 29.3
Buchanan 6,419 30.8 7,654 333
BUTLER 4,149 26.4 5,150 29.1
Chickasaw 3,737 26.8 4,892 31.7
Grundy 3,677 25.6 4,102 28.6
State of lowa 718,880 259 825,873 28.3

|| U.S.A. 65,145,000 258 63,754,000 28.1 "

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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As a percent of total population, Butler County’s population of persons 64 and older is increasing, and
the actual number of persons over 64 is also increasing, In 1980, persons 65 and older in Butler County
comprised 16 5 percent of the total population, while in 1990 that figure was 20.5 percent.

The number of elderly residents is also growing at both the state and national level, However, the
percentage of persons over age 64 in Butler County is the highest in Region 7, and significantly higher
than Iowa and the Nation.

Table 10. A Comparison of Persons Over 64 for 1980 and 1990

1990 1980
Number % of Total Number % of Total
Black Hawk 16,895 13.6 14,071 11.4
Bremer 3,806 16.7 3,261 13.1
Buchanan 3,244 15.6 2,790 12.2
BUTLER 3,231 20.5 2,909 16.5
Chickasaw 2,368 17.0 2,231 14.5
Grundy 2,410 20.0 2,242 156
State of Iowa 426,106 15.3 387,584 133
U.S.A. 31,754,000 12.6 25,704,000 11.4

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and
lowa’s Counties: Selected Population Trends, Vital Statistics, and Socioeconomic Data
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As Table 11 shows, Butler County is 1elatively close to the educational percentages of Towa. The County
is above average for people with only high school diplomas when compared to the State of Towa.
However, the County ranks below average for individuals possessing a higher education level.

Table 11. Education for Persons 25 years & Over as a Percent of Total Population in 1990

Black Bremer Buchanan | BUTLER | Chickasaw | Grundy lowa
Hawk
< 9 Grade 7.6 13.1 10.6 18.1 14.7 12.8 9.2
9-12 Grade 12.1 8.3 11.0 10.1 10.0 7.7 10.7
Diploma Only 39.7 41.3 47.1 41.7 46.5 43.2 38.5
Some College 159 14 5 130 13.7 12.6 153 17.0
No Degree
Associates 7.4 7.7 7.1 7.0 6.3 8.6 7.7
Bachelors 11.6 10.7 8.3 6.9 7.3 9.4 i1.7
Graduate or 5.7 44 29 2.5 2.6 3.0 52
Professional
High School 80.3 78.6 78 4 71.8 753 79.5 801
Graduates

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Table 12 displays population losses in Butler County between 1980 and 1990, The two factors which
influence population changes are natural change and migration. Natural change, which is the number of births
minus the number of deaths for the County, shows substantial reductions in numbers since 1950. This figure
may be impacted by the fact that less births are occurring and people are living longer. Migration statistics
for Butler County show that for every decade, except between 1970 and 1979, there was a loss of persons
to out-migration. During the 1980-198% decade, however, out-migration outpaced natural change producing
a net loss in population.

Table 12. Migration and Natural Change Trends in Butler County

I 1980-1989 | 1970-1979 1960-1969 1950-1959 1940-1949 J
Natural Change 389 692 1,076 2,030 1,805
Migration -2,326 23 -1,590 -1,957 -2,397
Net Change in 1,937 715 514 73 592
Population

Source: Iowa’s Counties: Selected Population Trends, Vital Statistics, and Socioeconomic Data
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EXISTING HOUSING
CURRENT HOUSING SITUATION
Table 13, which summarizes housing unit status for Butler County, shows that there were 296 more units
in 1980 than in 1990. It also shows that owner-occupied units have decreased while renter occupied units
have increased, both in number and as a percentage of total occupied units. The total vacancy rate has
increased from 6.0 percent to 6.9 percent.

Table 13. Housing Unit Data for Butler County

Housing Units

Occupied Units

1990
6,036

1980
6,356

Owner Occupied

4,685 (77.6%)

5,037 (79.2%)

Renter Occupied

1,351 (22.4%)

1,319 (20.8%)

Vacant Units 447 410

Total Units 6,483 6,779
——“;__—Lr—“*——_

Vacancy Rate 6.9% 6.0%
1.9% 1.2%
7.3% 8.6%

Homeowner Rate

Renter Rate
ource: U.S. Census Bureau

Persons per occupied housing unit in 1990 are shown in Table 14. Of the total occupied housing units
in Butler County, there ate 2.5 persons per unit. Further subdivision shows that owner occupied housing
units have 2 6 persons per unit, while rental units have 2.4 persons per unit living in them.

Table 14. Persons Per Occupied Housing Unit in Butler County in 1990

Total Renter Occupied

Owner Occupied

Persons Per Occupied
Housing Unit

ﬂ Aggregate Persons 15,415 12,152 3,263 "

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Table 15 documents the housing unit counts for townships in Butler County. It also shows the percent
change for each township between 1980 and 1990. Since 1980, six townships in Butler County gained
housing units. Conversely, the remaining ten townships have lost housing units.

Table 15. Housing Unit Counts for Townships in Butler County for 1980 and 1990

Townships 1990 1980 % Change
Albion 817 654 24.9
Beaver 493 406 21.4
Bennezette 121 156 -22.4
Butler 612 598 2.3
Coldwater 664 702 5.4
Dayton 121 140 -13.6
Freemont 137 151 93
Jackson 273 247 10.5
Jefferson 111 120 -71.5
Madison 135 167 -19.2
Monioe 645 605 6.6
Pittsford 414 439 -5.7
Ripley 106 107 0.9
Shell Rock 659 551 19.6
Washington 140 172 -18.6
West Point 588 635 -7.4

Source: U.S. Census Burean
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Table 16 shows housing unit counts for communities in the County. Housing unit counts consist of
owner-occupied, renter-occupied and vacant units. All communities in Butler County, except
Parkersburg, decreased in housing units between 1980 and 1990. The City of Aredale reported the
largest decrease, 22 percent, in the County.

Table 16. Housing Unit Counts for Communities in Butler County for 1980 and 1990

Community Owner Renter Vacant 1990 1980 % Change
Occupied | Occupied
Allison 318 87 39 444 471 -5.7
Aplington 344 66 29 439 445 -1.3
Aredale 29 5 5 39 50 -22
Bristow 68 18 21 107 118 9.3
Clarksville 406 131 34 571 591 -3.4
Dumont 229 67 27 323 355 -9.0
Greene 442 88 35 565 591 -4.4
New Hartford 191 64 16 271 274 -1.1
Parkersburg 616 145 47 808 798 1.3
Shell Rock 378 127 31 536 558 -3.9

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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The median values for a single farnily dwelling declined for nearly every community in Butler County
between 1980 and 1990. The only exception was Aredale, which had a substantially lower median value
in 1980 than the other communities. Cverall, the Butler County median value decreased 11.9 percent,
compared to a 13.1 percent increase n the State. As shown in a later section (Table 20), this decline is
partly due to the inczeasing age of the County’s housing stock.

Table 17. Median Value of a Single Family Dwelling for Butler County

Communities for 1980 and 1990

Jurisdiction 1990 1980 % Change
Allison $30,700 $33,500 -8.3
Aplington $34,100 $39,900 -14.5
Aredale $14,999 $10,900 37.6
Bristow $14,999 $17,500 -14.3
Clarksville $25,500 $30,600 -16.7
Dumont $20,800 $26,000 -20.0
Greene $26,400 $29,300 9.9
New Hartford $31,000 $32,700 -5.2
Parkersburg $36,900 $40,700 9.3
Shell Rock $32,900 $39,500 -16.7
BUTLER COUNTY $31,200 —ﬁ
State of Iowa $45,900 $40,600 13.05

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1980 and 1990
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Table 18 shows the number and percent of the total housing units by their value for 1980 and 1990. In
1990, 3,276 occupants reported the value of their homes, while in 1980, 3,329 owners disclosed home
values. The reported figures are then aggregated and presented in value ranges as shown in Table 18

Comparing 1990 and 1980 values reinforces the results presented in Table 17, which show that Butler
County’s median home values declined during the same ten-year period. As percentages of the total
reported units, Table 18 also shows that the number of homes valued under $30,000 increased between
1980 and 1990, while homes valued above between $30,000 and $100,000 declined. The small
percentage of homes valued above $100,000 remained stable.

Table 18. Value of a Single Family Dwelling in Butler County for 1980 and 1990

1996 1980 ]

Value Number Percent Number Percent % Change
<$15,000 474 41.1
15-19,999 360 11.0 288 8.8 25
20-24,999 367 11.2 337 10.1 8.9
25-29,999 364 11.1 334 10.0 5.0
30-34,999 308 9.4 377 11.3 -18.3
35-39,999 291 89 JI 314 9.4 7.3
40-49,999 472 14.4 573 17.2 -17.6
50-99,999 614 18.7 744 22.3 -17.5
100,000+ . 26 0.8 0.0
TOTAL 3,276 100.0 3,329 100.0 -1.6

Source: U.S. Census Burean, 1980 and 1990

The following Table displays data related to rental units in the County. As illustrated in Table 19, the
total number of rental units increased by 193 between 1980 and 1990. Also, the number of units whose
monthly rent is above $200 per month is increasing, while contract rents below $200 per month are
decreasing. '

The median contract rental prices for communities in Butler County and the State of Iowa are shown for
1980 and 1990 at the bottom of Table 19. Every city in the County experienced an increase in their
median monthly rental price. Aredale increased significantly, $158, which is a 235 percent increase in
median rent. As a whole, Butler County rose 123 percent, compared to 41 percent in the State.
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